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HEADMASTER’S REPORT AT THE OBA RE-UNION 01ST MARCH 2002 TO 03RD 
MARCH 2002 

 
 
G E Mendis B A M Ed. 
Diploma (Delhi) P G Dip (Edu) 
 
Gentlemen,  
 
On behalf of the school, may I warmly welcome the distinguished old boys of this 
school to our midst this morning. To be frank with you, I am indeed delighted to be 
back at Gurutalawa.  May I also take this opportunity to congratulate the new 
members of Parliament, the Hon. Minister Mr. Lakshman Seneviratne, the Hon. 
Minister Mr. Ravi Samaraweera, Hon. Members of Parliament Mr. Keheliya 
Rambukwella and Mr. Jagath Pushpakumara. 
 
Secondly, I am convinced that it’s my utmost duty to express my sentiments of 
gratitude to all the old boys, who were present on the day of my induction service, 
which truly gave me happiness and encouragement to commence my task in true 
spirit.  A word of thanks to our Manager, Mr. Upali Panditharatne, who is an old boy 
of this school.  He gave the assurance that for the first 6 months, he would visit the 
school every month, which he has done so far. 
 
Mr. P H P D Silva, Mr. Jayantha Hanthi, Mr. M P D Perera and Mr. Chrishantha 
Weerawardena visited the school on so many occasions and supervised the building 
construction work.  Today, the school is fortunate to have the second phase of the 
building completed, which is the full pledged Dining Hall. With my own eyes, I saw 
them working had to get the work done.  For the last few months, practically every 
week they were at the College to do the great task.  On behalf of the School, I salute 
for your sincerity and commitment towards this massive venture. 
 
Mr. Lakshman Jayatilaka and Mr. Jaleel visited the School on several occasions.  With 
the help of the ‘62 group’ they refurbished the Junior Dormitories except the foster 
house.  The children were delighted and the parents were overjoyed seeing the 
development work which took place within a short period of time.  Mr. Jayatilake 
repaired our school fax machine and Mr. Jaleel is trying his best to repair the school 
generator for us.  Mr. Upali Jayawardene too phoned me many times and asked for a 
priority list.  I sincerely thank them all, for their great concern and love towards their 
Alma-Mater. 
 
On a personal note, I like to mention that when I was the Principal of Blind School, I 
wrote a few books.  One of them was “Psychological Implications of Blindness” and the 
other was “Educational Implications of Blindness”.   Here too a few Thomian helped me 
to do this thesis.  Even my recent trip to United States to participate at a seminar on 
“Christian leadership and Management”, a few of the Thomians supported me for 
which I am grateful to them. 
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Recently there was letter from the Old Boys accusing me for not being present at the 
Ex-Co Meeting and also deciding the AGM week-end without their consent.  I wish 
to state that I am guilty for both accusations and promise you that it will never ever 
happen in future.  Hence, I would like to cite an example in this regard.   Once, a little 
boy was accused for stealing a cucumber.  The Judge asked the little boy, “Is there anything 
that you have to say?”  The little boy turned at the Judge and said, “Sir, haven’t you ever 
stolen a cucumber in your life?” The Judge dismissed the case. 
 
When I took over the school in September last year, I came to know the incidents, 
which had taken place among the children.  In fact, I was not troubled with this 
situation.  Within a few weeks, with the help of the staff, I knew exactly what steps 
the school should take to help the students.  I worked out a few strategies to 
overcome it.  They are as follows: 
 

1. Since there was no electricity due to power-cut, I invited all the O/L 
students to my quarters to do their revision, where I had the privilege of 
having a generator.  With the said act, I was able to understand them 
quicker. 

2. Whenever there wasn’t a Teacher for O/L students, I did some classes to 
be more familiar with them. 

3. Immediate appointments were made for two Teachers to live in the Senior 
Dormitories, which I thought was absolutely necessary. 

4. “Change is a difficult task other than babies” 
With the cooperation of the Teachers, we did out best to change the 
attitude of our children where Teachers and I personally met them and 
objected any destruction or violence among the children.  Hence, we were 
able to bring about a good image of the school. 

 
I was keen to find out about the students unrest prevailed in the school.  We received 
information from former prefects, students and the Teachers. 
 
Here are some of my findings: 
 

1. We have reflected on the Hostel to a very great extent.  Sometimes, there 
had not been hardly any Master to look after the children other than 
closing and opening the Dormitories. 

2. We are not geared towards child-centered education.  Still, it’s the Teacher-
centered education. 

3. They also mentioned that lack of supervision even in the field of sports. 
4. They also commented on the poor living conditions of the Hostel. 

 
 
Now, we are aware of these problems.  Hence, I have discussed with the staff and we 
have taken steps to remedy the situation as much as possible. 
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Therefore, in the year 2002, we have to look into the needs of the children and realize 
counselling is a must for the children.  We are happy to report that we have found a 
qualified Counsellor to look into personal problems of our children who can really 
assist them to overcome all their problems.  
 
Counselling  

Today, we have children come from broken families who need attention and care.  
Let me share with you one instance where our Counsellor could help one boy who 
was totally disturbed due to family problems.  He was from Kegalle.  His father, a 
businessman who was murdered during the 1989 insurrection.  During this period, 
his mother was pregnant with this child and he was not fortunate to see his father.  
He had a sister who passed away due to an incurable disease.  To keep the home fire 
burning, his mother left for Italy and had been working there since then.  As his 
mother was out of the country, he lived with his grandparents.  Although they cared 
for this child lovingly, he missed something in life.  He was in fact totally and 
completely disturbed and was attempting to leave the school.  After many sessions of 
counselling, he decided to stay back and utters, “Now I am relieved”.       
 
Elocution Classes 

In the field of education, we have started Elocution for the children.  I am sure this 
will go a long way as this has been one of the expectations of the parents who send 
their children to S. Thomas, Gurutalawa.  We must thank God, the school was 
fortunate to get a highly qualified person for this purpose.  He, himself is a graduate 
from the Kelaniya University and has working experience in the United States.   
 
Teaching of English 

The most important area, the parents and the old boys were concerned about 
teaching of English.  There too, Rev. Nihal Fernando is helping the school apart from 
his chapel work.  He is teaching English to all grades.  He had been a lecturer at the 
Royal Institute of Higher Education in Colombo.  We are certain that in a few years 
time, we will be able to uplift the standard of English in our school. 
 
Re-forestation  

Many trees from the school compound have been extracted over the past two 
decades.  No replanting has been done except during the period of Mr. Bala 
Gunasekeram.  I have replanted 500 plants during December 2001.  Many more 
mature trees have to be extracted, as they have already exceeded their economic life 
period, but I will ensure that they would be replaced by new plants.  I request the 
OBA Members also to purchase a plant at Rs.500/= from the school and plant it in 
the 9 Acre block. 
 
I asked all the workers to work without overtime for a short period of time.  They 
acknowledged it in a good spirit.  I gave permission to all the workers to grow 
vegetables in the school yard and informed them that in the second year, ¼ of the 
production should be given to the school. 
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Nine Acre Block – not cultivated 

I believe, during the last 20 years, we have not received a cent from this land.  I 
recommended to the Board to do a Tea planting or to give it on a Lease.  An Old Boy 
is also interested in doing a potato cultivation, where he is prepared to give 
Rs.90,000/= per year.  I also suggested to the Board, since the school is finding it 
difficult to maintain this block, whether the other 3 schools would like to take a hand 
in the development process whereby, the profit could be divided by the Board. 
 
School Farm 

We are indeed happy to have Mr. M.L. Razik as the Farm Manager.  He, himself has 
been a Principal of a school.  He is devoted and committed to his work.  In the month 
of December 2001, our farm made a profit of Rs.29,000.00. 
 
A Camp Site 

Another suggestion is to make S. Thomas, Gurutalawa, a camp site in the months of 
April and August, which will definitely bring more funds to the school. 
 
Education 

We are looking on a wide horizon to help our students in education: 

• Learning to know 

• Learning to do 

• Learning to live together 

• Learning to be 
 
Special emphasis on character building, leadership, sports and education. 
 
We also concentrate on teaching English more effectively and launching a broad 
based IT programme in the school.  On the request of the PTA, we have taken the 
initiative to train our children for scholarship examinations too.   
 
Teachers & Office Staff – over 25 years service 

A tribute to Mrs. M.A. Dahanayake Yapa (26 years), Mr. M.G.N. Karunatilake (25 
years), Mr. R.P. Premadasa (28 years) and Mr. M.P.M. Razak (34 years) for 
completing over 25 years service in this great institution. 
 
Teachers – 20 years service 

A word of thanks to Mr. Sumanapala, the Senior Supervisor, Mrs. Seetha Jayasekera 
and Mrs. Chintha Dias for completing 20 years of service at S. Thomas. 
 
Minor Staff – over 25 years service 

Our sincere thanks to Mr. R.M. Sumanadasa (34 years), Mr. T.H. Jayasundara (28 
years) for working over 25 years. 
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O/L Results – 2001 

Now, I am presenting the G.C.E. (O/L) – December 2001 results for your reference: 
 

G.C.E. (O/L) Examination, December 2001 – Sinhala Medium 
Percentage Subject No. Sat D C S F No. 

Passed 1999 1998 1997 

Christianity 03 0 01 02 0 03 100.00 100.00 80.00 

Buddhism 34 07 18 09 0 34 100.00 96.87 100.00 

Islam 05 0 02 02 01 04 80.00 100.00 80.00 

Sinhala 42 03 23 13 03 39 92.85 100.00 96.87 

English Language 42 03 10 16 13 29 69.04 85.71 71.87 

Science I 42 03 14 21 04 38 90.47 100.00 90.62 

Science II 42 01 15 19 07 35 83.33 88.09 0 

Math I 42 08 07 18 09 33 78.57 90.47 78.12 

Math II 42 04 04 10 24 18 42.85 57.14 0 

Social Studies 42 03 26 12 01 41 97.61 100.00 100.00 

Art 11 0 01 10 0 11 100.00 100.00 100.00 

Music 11 01 04 06 0 11 100.00 100.00 100.00 

Dancing 19 0 08 09 02 17 89.47 100.00 33.38 

English Literature 01 0 0 0 01 0 0 0 20.00 

Agriculture 19 06 10 02 01 18 94.73 100.00 100.00 

Building Technology 11 0 10 01 0 11 100.00 88.88 0 

Commerce 09 01 06 01 01 08 88.88 100.00 83.33 

Electricity Techno. 03 0 0 02 01 2 66.66 100.00 0 

 
G.C.E. (O/L0 Examination, December 1999 – Tamil Medium 

Percentage Subject No. Sat D C S F No. 
Passed 1999 1998 1997 

Christianity 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 100.00 100.00 

Hinduism 06 0 03 03 0 06 100.00 100.00 40.00 

Islam 02 0 0 01 01 01 50.00 100.00 66.66 

Tamil Language 08 0 05 01 02 05 62.50 100.00 76.92 

English Language 08 01 02 03 02 06 75.00 93.75 46.15 

Science I 08 0 04 04 0 08 100.00 81.25 38.46 

Science II 08 0 02 04 02 06 75.00 25.00 0 

Math I 08 01 04 02 01 07 87.50 81.25 61.53 

Math II 08 0 02 04 02 06 75.00 62.50 0 

Social Studies 08 02 04 02 0 08 100.00 100.00 84.61 

Art 02 0 0 01 01 01 50.00 71.42 30.76 

Agriculture 08 05 03 0 0 08 100.00 100.00 92.30 

2nd Language Sinhala 06 0 02 02 02 04 66.66 85.71 0 

 
 

 

 



 6 

Sports 

Mr. Shirantha Medawala continues to be a source of inspiration to all our athletes in 
the school.  He being the prefect of games works tirelessly to uplift the standard of 
the sports in the school.  I owe my gratitude to all our staff members, for working so 
hard to bring the annual Sports Meet a successful conclusion. 
 
Senior Cricket – Master-in-Charge – Mr. G. Nesaseelan 

First Eleven  - Played 10 matches, won 2, lost 1, drawn 7 
    Two players were selected to represent the District Team 
    of Badulla.  There were N. Suren and Rizvi. 
Under 17  - All matches were drawn. 
 
Junior Cricket 1 – Master-in-Charge – Mr. W.H. Ellepola 

We entered one team for the Cricket Tournament organized by the Cricket 
Association.  Played 6 matches, won 5, drawn 1.  They too underwent a training 
course organized by Uva Cricket Association. 
 
Junior Cricket II – Master-in-Charge – Mr. M.B.R.C.Kumara 

We entered two terms for the tournament.  Both teams entered the second round and 
the B team entered the quarter finals.   
 
Rugby – Master-in-Charge – Mr. V.W. Dikkumbura 

We became the runners-up in the School Milo Cup Tournament. 
 
Soccer, Hockey, Badminton, Basketball, Volleyball and Squash 

We played abovementioned sports in the last year.  Masters-in-Charge are Mr. 
S.K.M. Alam, Mr. M.G.N. Karunathilake, Mr. Gayan Tammita and Mrs. S.M.M. 
Aznin. 
 
Hockey 

We became the runners-up when we played with Mahinda, Kingswood and 
Dharmadutha Colleges. 
 
Cadetting and &Cadet Band – Master-in-Charge – Mr. S. Medawala 

Cadetting has become very popular among students.  Our Cadet Band plays at the 
assembly every Wednesday.  There is a request from the Cadet Band for new 
equipment.   
 
Athletic – Master-in-Charge – Mr. S. Medawala 
An improvement has been shown in the field of Athletics. 
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Chapel 

We go on with our daily worship throughout the year.  With the participation of the 
Christian Teachers, the morning meditation is conducted on week days while the 
Holy Communion service is celebrated on Sundays at 8.30 a.m. and daily prayers are 
conducted by the Chaplain, Rev. Nihal Fernando.   
 
School Religious Societies 

Buddhist Society - Master-in-Charge – Mr. Edmund Seneviratne 
Hindu Society - Master-in-Charge – Mr. V. Kanesamoorthy 
Islamic Society - Master-in-Charge – Mr. B.M. Sufiyan 
They have their daily worship in respective places. 
 
School Literary Associations 

English Literary Society functions under the guidance of Mr. W.H. Ellepola and Rev. 
Nihal Fernando.  Sinhala Literary Society is looked after by Mr. W.M. Sumanapala 
and Tamil Literary Society is guided by Mr. G. Nesaseelan.  For the first time in the 
history of this school, we are planning to have a united Sinhala & Tamil academy day 
celebrations. 
 
Dancing, Music, Art & Woodwork 

Our dancing troupes trained by Mr. M.M.S. Wijesiri and music classes conducted by 
Mr. D. Sugathapala secured the first places at the provincial level.  We will be 
participating at the National level too.  Art classes are conducted by Mr. M.B.R.C. 
Kumara and woodwork is done by Mr. E.M.D. Ekanayaka. 
 
Library 

Librarian  - Mr. E. Seneviratne 
Asst. Librarian - Mr. M.P. Razak 
 
We need more books for the Library.  In order to achieve our target, I have requested 
the children to bring one book to the Library when they come back after the mid term 
holidays. 
 
A few urgent needs 

01. Need to refurbish the Senior Dormitories 
02. Need to refurbish the Foster Dormitories 
03. Need to repair Badminton & Basketball courts 
04. Need to repair the school fence 
05. The water supply 
06. Need more chairs and desks 
07. Microscope for Dr. Hayman’s Science Laboratory 
08. Overhead projector 
09. 4 Invertors for the school. 

ESTO PERPETUA! 


