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Re-Union Celebrations & AGM  - February 15 -17, 2008 

     
 

The undermentioned Events were captured by Cameramen Sumedha Perera, Lasantha 

Perera & LJ using a Nikon D80 Digital Camera, a Sony Digital Still Camera (Cyber-shot) 

and a Nikon Cool Pix 8800 Camera. 

 

About 65 Old Boys were in residence by Friday night, about 50 being present for Dinner. 

Breakfast was served for about 74 Old Boys. 
  
  
Cricket Match – After several years the Match started on time at 9 am, due to the 

determined efforts of Mahen Ranasinghe the dynamic Snr. Vice 

President. He maintained discipline by dropping good young cricketers, 

who had unfortunately turned up late. The Headmaster ensured that the 

wicket was laid and the Present Boys were at the Grounds well before 9 

am.  
  
                          The Old Boys took First lease of the wicket and scored 168 for 6 in 25 

overs. This included a record breaking performance by Masoor  who 

clobbered 03 sixers in one over  to equal the record set by S R E 

Fernando way back in 1969. Masoor  also equalled S R E Fernando’s 

record set in the same year for the highest number of sixers scored in  a 

match i.e 5. Masoor had a strong resemblance to Inzamam Ul –Haq not 

only in fire power but also in looks and stature.  

 

   The Present Boys were on the verge of losing, having to score 17 runs in 

9 balls, with 4 wickets to spare. Olagasekera hit a six for the next ball 

making it 11 runs to get in 8 balls. Captain Malalasekera playing well at 

30 odd not out, saw them through, with 3 balls to spare.  
  
It was a very interesting match.  Mahen Ranasinghe offered to give a 

cup and Rs.1000/= to the Man of the Match (probably Captain 

Malalasekera) and a Certificate to each of the team Members, to 

encourage the students. These are due to be awarded at the next School 

Assembly. 
  
One feature which senior old boys wanted a change in was the soft ball 

matches going on in parallel to and alongside the main match which 

tended to dilute the focus and interest in the main event.  
  



Swimming – The Old Boys  managed to win the Relay, even though the present Boys gave a  
strong fight and challenge.  

  
Lunch – Over 170 Old Boys  attended the Traditional Lunch. 
  
Basket ball – The Present Boys won 
  
Volleyball – The Old Boys beat the Minor Staff 
  
AGM - The number of members present at the AGM was 124- a fairly significant rise in  
  attendance. The following were elected to the Executive Committee.  
     
Position                  Name     

Snr. Vice President       Mr. Mahen Ranasinghe        

Vice Presidents  Mr. Christo Gonawala       

   Mr.  S. Rajmohan        

   Mr. Chandana de Silva        

Hony. Secreary  Mr. Dinusha De Costa      

Hony. Treasurer  Mr. P. Dayabaran           

Hony. Asst. Secretary  Mr. S Balaramesh   

Hony. Asst. Treasurer Mr. Athula Kumaranayake       

General Committee Mr. A D Sadakalum      

Mr. S. Kaviharan              

   Mr. S. Prabhaharan        

   Mr. Muthuvel Thirumurugamoorthi         

Mr. Lasantha Perera       .   

Mr. Shervon Fernando       

Mr. A A R Mawahib  

   Mr. Sarathchchandra       

   Mr. M P D Perera        

   Mr. Kryshantha Weerawardena  

   Mr. Nihal Wanniarachchi   

  
The Headmaster received a Standing Ovation for his significant Role in the Revival of 

the College, during such a short period of time.  
  
Mahen Ranasinghe too received a Standing Ovation for his commitment and dedicated 

service to the College and the OBA, and despite his decision to step down was compelled 

to continue in Office due to the vociferous and unanimous demand of the membership. 
  
Srilal Wickremaratne inquired whether it was not possible to increase the number of 

members representing the over 50 years age group in the Ex-Co, as it was evident that a 

larger number of that age group were keen in serving the OBA and the College.Mahen 

Ranasinghe indicated that the Ex-Co would co-opt such persons  at their  first meeting. 
  
Susantha Palihawadana inquired whether if those old boys of their age, formed a Group 

of their own, they would find recognition by the parent body. He was referred to the 

Rules which permitted such affiliation. 
  



Fellowship Dinner – The number of Old Boys present at the Fellowship Dinner was 140- 

again a significant rise in the number. 
  
Music was provided by a Calypso Band throughout the Re-Union Celebrations, in the 

quadrangle, at the Swimming Pool and also at the College Grounds.  
  
All the meals were prepared under the personal supervision of Mahen Ranasinghe and 

hence were of better quality and greater variety than what used to be provided a few years 

ago. 
  
The Toilets in the Junior Dorms had been completely redone to entice more old old boys 

to stay back in College instead of securing accommodation in Hotels and Holiday 

Bungalows at Haputale, Bandarawela, Diyatalawa, Nuwara-Eliya etc. 
  
The Pool had been cleaned thanks to the efforts (and repeated visits to College for the 

purpose of repairing the Engine etc,) of an old boy who preferred to remain anonymous 

and so the Old Boys were enabled to have their traditional dip in the pool to cool off 

before a sumptuous lunch and a quick snooze before a late tea and the AGM. 
  
The cameramen were able to capture some scenes of the College from the Keble end. 

Those are placed to enable Old Boys, some of whom have not visited College for over 

half a century, to see its present condition and move them to support their Alma Mater 

and also see for themselves how things have changed. 
  

Ariyadasa who assisted Mrs Hayman in the sick room had his son Nimal  working in the 

same position for a number of years. Nimal is presently engaged as the Officer in Charge 

of Security. In the good old days there were no watchers or Security staff to police either 

entry or exit. Any student apprehended for the latter if unauthorised would find himself 

on the permanent exit list. Punishment was swift and salutary and had the desired effect. 

 

Karunadasa, Ariyadasa’s elder brother who was the Ground Boy has his son J A Piyatissa 

working as the present Ground Boy.  

 

Bell Simon, i.e. R. P. Simon Perera apart from having an entire block of classrooms 

named after him has had his son Mr Premadasa working in the College office for a 

number of years. The grandson Tharindu Lankanath Rajapakse also worked in the 

College office for two years before joining the local Pradeshiya Sabha.  

 
Ramiayh’s son R Nadesan is in charge of maintaining the old block of classrooms 

 

There are 52 teachers on the Academic side. Keble houses 79 students of whom 17 are 

girls. There are facilities for 50 girls although the Board has permitted only upto 25 at 

present.  

 

The Club House constructed by the OBA immediately before the Keble area ,  for the use 

of the staff as a recreational centre was converted to staff quarters, in 2004. The front 



portion is occupied by Mrs Chintha Dias a fairly Senior Teacher and the rear section is 

occupied by Mr Razeek, a  Tamil teacher presently  also in charge of the Farm.  
 

The quarters which were occupied by Mr George Pillai, our Maths Master who was also 

the Boxing Coach sending contingents of Boxers for meets with Schools such as Royal, 

Carey ,St Peters, St Sylvesters to name a few, was refurbished by the OBA in 2004, to be 

used as OBA quarters. It was to be used by Old Boys, who visited College, at a nominal charge of 

Rs.500/- per night to cover the cost of water, electricity etc. No sooner it was refurbished and 

furnished, it was given to the 3 British girls, who were in Sri Lanka, awaiting London 'A' Level 

results and who had volunteered through the British Council and arranged by the OBA, to teach 

English at College.  Even though all three started working, two of them left after a few weeks, as 

they had to return to England. The third continued for over 2 months, offering valuable service. 

 

The Chaplain Rev Gnaniah has separate quarters allocated to him in the Keble  area and 

his mother Mrs Elizabeth Gnaniah is the Matron in charge of Keble. 4 Teachers of the 

Primary Section are also housed at Keble.  

 
The then Winchester Dorm which was adjacent to Rev. Fr Foster’s Quarters and housed the new 

entrants to College going in to the Lower 4th Form is now renamed Foster Dorm.  

 

A new Dorm below the Basketball Court,( and below the road leading to Keble) and 

almost  sandwiched between the Co-op Stores and the former Chummery (which was 

occupied by Mr Oswin Wright and other  bachelor Masters) is presently known as 

Winchester. This Dorm can accommodate 30 boys. It is presently  the Junior Dormitory for 

Hayman House. 

 

There was also another Dorm,  called Davidson Dorm, in a block beyond the Headmaster’s 

Bungalow on the right side of the road leading to the old block of class rooms (which was 

the object of arson in the very early days). This is presently not occupied although the 

front portion is used for other classroom activities. Old boys of the Pre 1962 era will 

recall the shed immediately opposite this block where the  Sheep used to be housed. 

 

In addition to the Dorms that existed then, there is a new Dorm for about 20 boys in a 

building immediately on the right as one passes  the bridge. This Dorm is called the 

Jayasinghe Dorm after Uncle Jay.  

 

 

The Senior Dorms i.e, De Saram, Garnier, Read, and Hayman can accommodate upto 30 

boys each. There are about 10 masters accommodated in the Staff Quarters on either side 

and in the rear. The Senior Hayman Dormitory is the newest Dormitory, built at the end of the 

Senior Dormitory block, where Messrs Chapman, Chinniah and his brother Thiagarajah had their 

quarters. 

 

The Junior Dorms are in charge of Father Goodchild who is the Senior Boarding House 

Master. Mr Rajapakse assists Father Goodchild in the Junior Dorms.  

 

A feature that was not present in the good old days is students falling at the feet of 

teachers when receiving awards and prizes.  



 

Thomian Girls make a vast difference to the entire landscape of the Campus and Guru 

has scored a first in the Thomian family by providing co-education. Girls on the grounds 

taking part in various events as well as around the campus and classrooms lends a lot of 

colour to this branch of S.Thomas’s.  

 

The Rifle Club, Social Service League, Bird Watching, Chess Club, Boxing, Gymnastics, 

Tennis, Cadetting, Swimming, Athletics, Hockey, Soccer, Volleyball, Outward Bound 

Camp, Scouting, and Cross Country Runs on rainy days when regular sports was not 

possible  are some of the activities of the period in College our classmates were fortunate 

to enjoy and participate in and which  are not available to the Guru Thomians of today.  

 

Perhaps with Old Boys of Australia, Canada, USA, and UK being made aware of the 

Revival set in motion, they may join forces, rally round and assist College in whatever 

way they can. 

 
The main target of the new Ex-Co appears to be ,the construction of a completely new block of 

Junior Dormitory Toilets, having satisfactorily refurbished the Night Toilets of the Junior 

Dormitories around the quadrangle.  

 

The Chummery which housed the cream of the Bachelor members of the then staff is the 

present home of some four legged members of the Riding Club. 

 

Parents had come to remove their children for the mid-term holidays. This is now usually 

given immediately after the sports meet and before the OBA re-union weekend 

commences. The Junior Dorms are vacated for this purpose. The very young students at 

Keble seemed to require parental assistance to pack their belongings. 

 

It was observed that persons from the Gurutalawa village were walking across the 

grounds whilst the cricket match was in progress. There was also a young village girl on 

a bicycle riding across the grounds whilst the cricket match was in progress. 

 

A small hand tractor is used to fetch all meals for the occupants of Keble from the main 

kitchen in the college. 

 

Though a Dhoby has been commissioned, once again to attend to the laundry 

requirements of the students, washed clothes were seen left to dry in the sun in very many 

areas. 

 

The elimination and removal of stray dogs from the campus seemed to have run into a 

snag. Perhaps animal protection authorities or animal lovers may have protested. 

 

Many staff quarters had been abandoned as they were not livable. This has been an urgent 

requirement for some time. The required funds have not been forthcoming. The quarters 

occupied by most staff members are far below the required standard.   

  

 


