
HEADMASTER'S REPORT PRESENTATION - 2011

Our Chief Guest, the Rt. Revd Dhiloraj Canagasabey, Lord Bishop of Colombo and Chairman of 

our Board of Governors and Mrs Harshini  Canagasabey;  Members of the Board of Governors; 

Members of the Old Boys' Association & the Parent Teachers' Association, respected Revd Fathers 

and  Members  of  the  Buddhist  Clergy,  Manager  Administration,  Sectional  Heads,  Supervisors, 

Members of Staff, Heads of other Schools, Distinguished Guests and my dear children.

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all to the annual Prize Giving of our School. I wish to 

extend a very special welcome to our Chief Guest,  the Rt Revd Dhiloraj Canagasabey, the new 

Bishop of Colombo and Mrs Canagasabey. 

My Lord Bishop, you are no stranger to our College community. Indeed you have been so much a 

part of our journey these past 15 years and even before when as Vicar of Bandarawela you stood 

with the School during the dark days of 1989. Your support to me during the past four years was 

something that helped me to stay the course at Gurutalawa. I have greatly valued your spiritual 

direction and counsel given to me during this period.

Our new Bishop had his education and early formation at St Michael’s College, Batticaloa under the 

Jesuits of the Roman Catholic Church. Prior to entering the process for ordination he was in the 

hospitality industry and worked at what used to be the Hotel Lanka Oberoi. Upon answering the call 

to the ordained ministry in the Anglican Church of Ceylon he proceeded to the Theological College 

of Lanka, Pilimatalawa, where he obtained a Bachelor of Theology degree and later the Bachelor of 

Divinity degree of the University of Serampore, India. He was ordained a Deacon in 1983 and a 

Priest a year later by Bishop Swithin Fernando of revered memory. He served in several parishes 

before accepting the invitation of Bishop Kenneth Fernando to be the 3rd Archdeacon of Nuwara 

Eliya in 1997. Bishop Dhiloraj brings many gifts to his new sphere of ministry not least of all his 

ability to speak all three languages of our country fluently and also an ecumenical spirit in every 

sense of the word. His association with S. Thomas' College goes back to his time as Vicar of the 

Church  of  the  Ascension,  Bandarawela  when  he  served  as  Chaplain  of  S  Thomas’ College, 

Bandarawela where he also acted for a short time as Headmaster. He continued to serve as Chaplain 

while  Archdeacon  of  Nuwara  Eliya  being  based  in  Bandarawela.  As  such  he  has  intimate 

knowledge of the workings of both our Schools in Uva. STC Gurutalawa has been very fortunate to 

count him among our friends and he has stood with us in both good times and bad. Over the past 

four years he has represented the Bishop of Colombo at many of our school functions including the 

Prize Givings and we are so happy to be able to welcome him today as our Chief Guest for what is 



his first School Prize Giving after assuming duties as 15th Bishop of Colombo. Your Lordship, we 

are honoured indeed that you accepted our invitation and to have you with us.

Mrs Canagasabey, thank you for being here. The Bishop could not have a better helpmate than you 

for the tasks he has to perform during his episcopate. You are recognized as a model by many clergy 

wives and your contribution to the Bishop's ministry will be of great value. You have a tiring task 

ahead of you, but it will be good practice for all the future events such as this where you will have 

to perform this task. 

Members of our OBA, Friends of STC Gurutalawa and parents and guardians, thank you for being 

with us today. Your presence is an encouragement to us all. You form our most active and vibrant 

support  groups  without  whom  we  will  not  be  able  to  progress  much  with  our  infrastructure 

development  programmes.  I  wish  to  especially  recognise  the  presence  today  of  Mr  P.  S. 

Duleepkumar, one of the foundation members of the School and founder Secretary of the STCG 

OBA, and two of our former Headmasters Mr Colin Ratnayake and Mr Gladwin Canagasabey. We 

thank you for being with us on this occasion.

The Report

Here at Guru, the year 2010 witnessed continued progress in all spheres of life at the School about 

which the Report in your hands will give you an indication. I shall not spend too much time going 

through the Report, but I wish to highlight some important matters. 

I am happy to announce that of the 32 students  presented for the G. C. E. Ordinary Level 

Examination in December 2010 78% qualified to follow Advanced Level courses – a great 

improvement from the 52% that qualified in 2009. One of our boys, Head Prefect, senior Cricket 

Captain and Jayatilleke Scholar for 2010, K. N. K. Gamage achieved the distinction of obtaining 9 

A passes in the Sinhala medium while K. C. M. Tillekeratne of the English medium  and G. 

Dheepadarhsan of the Tamil medium obtained 8 A passes and 1 B pass each. Considering the fact 

that our children do not have the benefit of outside tuition classes and depend almost entirely on the 

work of the teachers of the School and their own efforts these results are very satisfying.

A number of our boys have already obtained entry to our parent School at Mount Lavinia and our 

brother School at Bandarawela to follow Advanced Level courses in all streams and disciplines. 

The rising standard of academic work is due in no small measure to the hard work and dedication of 



the academic Sectional Heads and the members of the Tutorial Staff, some of whom spared no 

effort  to motivate  and teach the students with no expectation of any extra benefits.The present 

Tutorial Staff are a credit to the School. They play a significant role as educators and have the 

heavy responsibility of not just teaching subjects, but teaching subjects to children, helping to fix 

principles and form character. The extent of their contribution to a School's success or failure is 

dependent on their commitment, skill and love for children and looking upon teaching as a vocation 

rather than as a way of making money. The Tutorial Staff need to be especially appreciated for 

producing  the  results  that  they  have  done  despite  several  limitations  imposed  on  them due  to 

circumstances beyond their control. It is indeed regrettable that the School is not in a position at 

present to reward their efforts adequately. As such as and when some of the young graduate teachers 

are  offered  Government  appointments  I  cannot  stand  in  their  way  and  we  lose  them  to  the 

Government  sector.  The  OBA and  the  PTA must  ideally  work  out  a  scheme  by  which  the 

remuneration of the Tutorial Staff can be augmented and incentives given for good work based on 

results  and performance.  The  living  quarters  provided  too need serious  upgrading  if  we are  to 

provide staff  with decent living conditions. Some of these quarters  are in an appalling state of 

disrepair and it is surprising that some staff and their families continue to live in such conditions. 

Many of the Tutorial Staff in residence also function as surrogate parents to the children living in 

our hostels and do so for no additional benefit to themselves. This morning I wish to pay tribute to 

my teachers and request you all to do the same.

This  Report  includes  the reports  of  societies  and  clubs  that  were  active during the year  under 

review.  These  societies  and  clubs  are  an  integral  part  of  the  Thomian  education  we impart  at 

Gurutalawa as they encourage students to develop their leadership skills and to also display their 

talents and gifts for oratory, singing and other similar activities. 

At sports and games too there were significant achievements during the year especially in Athletics, 

Badminton, Swimming, Rugby and Volleyball. Our Karate and Horse Riding boys also did very 

well and two of our Karate boys won bronze medals at international events in Nepal and India. 

Thanks to two member of the STCG OBA we were able to retain the services of a Sports Assistant 

and a new Cricket Coach. The latter has already started to have a significant impact on our Cricket 

as the unexpected victory at the Uva Thomian Cricket Encounter showed us in May this year. 

Our Infrastructure development work continued as and when external funding was received and we 

are very grateful to old boys, parents and well wishers for their generosity and solidarity. We have 

been able to do a lot of work in this area over the past year and there can be no denying the fact that 



our  facilities  have  been  improved  greatly  in  both  the  hostels  and  the  classrooms.  Due  to  the 

generosity of one of my former students from STC Mount Lavinia we now have a fully equipped IT 

resource centre with broadband access to the Internet that has been a step into the modern world for 

Guru. To say that there is still more to be done is an understatement.

The Parents Support Group of the PTA performed an invaluable service in 2010 by completely 

reorganising  the  catering  department  and  starting  the  Kitchen  and  Dining  Hall  Development 

Project. In January this year we discontinued the use of the old kitchen and under the supervision of 

a voluntary consultant are now using a gas powered kitchen that has ensured cleaner and faster 

cooking.  The project has many more phases but the progress and change thus far has been very 

noticeable and parents are very appreciative of the quality of the food now given to their children 

who live on campus.

My Thanks

Whatever has been possible over the year has been due to the hard work and dedication of so many. 

My thanks are due to them for all that they have contributed over the past year through their efforts, 

financial contributions and other acts of solidarity and support. I would be failing in my duty if I did 

not make special mention of some of those listed in the Report.

 

Our  Bishop-Visitor,  the  Rt  Revd Duleep  de Chickera,  who stepped down from the position  as 

Bishop of Colombo in December 2010 was as always a tremendous tower of strength to us all. He 

was in constant touch with me and supported the school community during some of the dark days of 

2010. His wise counsel and strong reassuring presence will be missed although I have no doubt our 

new Bishop-Visitor will continue to offer the same to us. Our Manager Mr Lincoln Fernando and 

our Treasurer of 2010 Mr Indrajith Fernando were constantly in touch with the School and their 

interest  in  our  welfare  was  very  encouraging;  the  STCG  OBA,  the  STCML OBA,  the  OBA 

branches abroad, especially the OBAs in Cananda, Australia and the UK and the many old boys 

who rallied round us to help as and when they could. The Warden, Sub Warden of our parent School 

at Mount Lavinia and the Headmasters of our brother schools at Kollupitiya and Bandarawela were 

always supportive and their solidarity is greatly appreciated. 

Here at Guru itself, our Chaplain Emeritus, Fr Harold Goodchild shouldered many responsibilities 

and  I  am grateful  to  him for  always  being  available  to  me.  His  departure  from the  School  in 

December 2010 has created a void that we have still not been able to adequately fill. His quiet, 

reassuring presence on the campus is missed by all. I have two members of the clergy on campus at 



present though neither of them is Chaplain. Fr Ranjit Perera who retired as a Priest of the Diocese 

came to work here as a teacher of English last year. He has shouldered many responsibilities of the 

School Chaplaincy together with Fr Saman Jayasooriya,  our dynamic young Deacon. I  wish to 

thank them for their support with the work of the Chapel and in other areas too. My academic 

Sectional Heads, Mrs S. Jayasekera, Mr V. W. Dikkumbura and Mr K. M. T. Pushpakumara were a 

very hardworking team to ensure academic standards together with a group of dedicated teachers. I 

must  thank  the  Manager  Administration,  Mr  Ananda  Gallearachie,  the  Accountant  Ms.  Inoka 

Dissanayake and the Office and other Administrative Staff for their contribution to the welfare of 

the School at all times. My Secretary Miss Jacintha Inch has been put up with a lot with me and I 

am grateful for her quiet and patient handling of situations. The success in games has been due in 

no small  measure  to  the  hard work of  Mr S.  Medawela,  and his  team. The rising standard  of 

discipline,  in the hostel  in particular,  is due in no small  measure to the work of the Prefect of 

Discipline Mr V. W. Dikkumbura, the House and Dorm Masters and the Hostel Superintendent. My 

thanks to them as well. The Works Supervisor and Domus have each helped me in their own ways 

to take the School forward this year and I am grateful to them for that. I would be failing in my duty 

if I did not record my thanks to the Support Staff of the School, many of whom perform a thankless 

task. I wish to also thank those few parents who have been a strong support to me during the year, 

not counting the cost of travel to Guru and for being so supportive of what we are trying to do here.

Thank you one and all and God bless you.

Conclusion

At the end of May I completed my term of four years in office. At the request of the Board and with 

the blessings of my Bishop I have agreed to continue for just one more year as Headmaster due to 

personal reasons. These past four years have been productive, despite everything that has not been 

possible and despite all the difficulties that we had to face.  Together as one family we have 

overcome, we have stayed the course and we have prevailed.  But there is still much to be done, and 

as I always say, the future is filled with endless possibilities. This School has such potential and 

such a bright future, but only if everyone associated with it, the Board, the Staff, Old Boys, Parents 

and well wishers, stand together, shoulder to shoulder to make the dreams a reality. As I have said 

many times before it would be unrealistic and unfair for interest groups and interested individuals to 

expect the School to thrive out here only with the efforts of the Headmaster and Staff who are on 

the ground. Many Pundits have made many suggestions as to what the School needs. I invite them 

to join us.



As a writer in the Anglican spiritual tradition has written we need to always take the 'long view' and 

remind ourselves that 'what we do in our lifetime is only a tiny fraction of the magnificent  

enterprise' that is God's work. We need to remind ourselves 'what we really are about: we plant  

seeds that will one day grow. We water seeds already planted, knowing they hold future promise. We 

lay foundations that will need future development. We provide yeast that produces far beyond our 

capabilities. We cannot do everything. Knowing this enables us to do something. It may seem 

incomplete, but it is really a beginning, a step along the way.' Our efforts provide an opportunity for 

God's grace to intervene and do the rest, for ultimately God is the Master Builder. We but work with 

Him. It has been a privilege to share in this work at STC Gurutalawa.

Bishop Duleep de Chickera has given us a prayer for our Diocese which I would like to adapt for 

our School on this occasion as I conclude:

God give us grateful hearts for your goodness to our School

in spite of ourselves,

our trivialities and selfishness.

God also give us courageous hearts that will make us still pursue your purposes

in spite of ourselves,

our trivialities and selfishness.

Amen.

May God bless you all.

Thank you.

ESTO PERPETUA


