
S. THOMAS' COLLEGE, GURUTALAWA
ANNUAL PRIZE GIVING 2011

The annual Prize Giving of S. Thomas' College, Gurutalawa was held on Monday 13th June 2011 

with the Rt Revd Dhiloraj Canagasabey, 15th Lord Bishop of Colombo, Chairman of the Board of 

Governors and Visitor to the School and his wife Mrs Harshini Canagasabey as Chief Guests.

A special welcome was accorded to the new Bishop at a specially erected pandal by the main gate 

after which he was led to the Chapel of St. Francis of Assisi by the Lower School Band. After a 

time of prayer in the Chapel the Bishop and Mrs Canagasabey were offered betel by two of the 

youngest students of the School and then led by the Lower School Band the procession proceeded 

to the entrance of the old School from where the School Oriental Band took over. Led by the horses 

Faith and Hope, the College and National flags and the four House flags borne by School Prefects 

and House Captains the procession made its way to the flagstaff where the Headmaster and the 

Bishop raised the College and National flags. After a brief interval the Chief Guests were led into 

the main hall by the Oriental Band preceded by the flags and followed by the Tutorial Staff who 

lined the two sides of the steps leading up to the Hall. 

Following the lighting of the traditional oil lamp by the Chief Guests and representatives of the 

School community and support groups the gathering sang Revd W. S. Senior's 'Hymn for Lanka' 

accompanied by the Oriental Music Group after which the Revd Ranjit Perera led the traditional 

Prize Giving Opening Prayer. 

The Headmaster then presented his Report. In his speech he welcomed the Chief Guests and 

introduced the new Bishop. He also highlighted some aspects of the annual Report that was 

distributed to the gathering. 

The Bishop in his Chief Guest's address spoke about the value of the education imparted at schools 

like S. Thomas' that offer an all round education and called on the children to make the best use of 

their time in school and to the maximum use of whatever they had been equipped with.

The distribution of prizes followed and Mrs Harshini Canagasabey performed the tiring task with 

great ease. Master K. N. K. Gamage, Head Prefect of 2010 carried away the prestigious Dr R. L. 

Hayman Memorial Trophy for the Best All Round Student as well as the Leslie de Saram Memorial 

Trophy for Outstanding Achievement during the year presented for the first time this year to 

commemorate one of the the School's greatest but often forgotten Benefactors, Mr Leslie de Saram 



who donated Gurutalawa Farm to S. Thomas' College in 1942.

A large gathering of parents, old boys and well wishers were present on the occasion.


