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S. THOMAS’ COLLEGE OLD BOYS’ ASSOCIATION AUSTRALIA BRANCH INC
PO BOX 2337, Mt. Waverley, Victoria 3149, Australia

SPEECH GIVEN BY THE INCOMING PRESIDENT
AT THE 2011 AGM
Good evening Ladies and Gentleman.
I would like to thank the Thomian family, and that’s the membership of course for
showing confidence in me, by electing me to this position as President, which I
hold, and shall hold in high esteem, and a big thank you to my wife, Aloma for
giving me her blessing too.
Thanks Chris for taking the reins, and in my opinion at a difficult time of the
OBAs history and more importantly for fulfilling your commitment.
I wish to thank the past committee for their hard work and unwavering dedication,
and sometimes, in trying circumstances. Thanks guys for swimming against the
tide for the betterment of the association.
The following members will unfortunately be, sitting this term out.
I would like to thank Glen Mendis for his dedicated work performed in a fastidious manner, and
sometimes, bordering on over kill, he has been an excellent treasurer.
Ari Saravanamuttu, for his unassuming lay back style of getting the work done.
(Continued on following page)
In this edition of THOMIANA
Editorial - Page 2
Presidents Message (Contd) - Page 3
AGM Summary - Pages 4
Reports on the 2011-2012 Royal Thomian Events - Page 6 & 7
Calendar of Events - Page 8
OBA 2010/2011 Executive Committee - Page 9
OBA Members - Page 10 & 11
Membership Form - Page 12
Special thanks to all those who contributed to this issue of the THOMIANA. The Editorial Sub
Committee would love to have your feedback, suggestions and contributions. Please email your
contributions and comments to the Editor (editor@stcobaaust.org.au) and we will try and
accommodate them in the next edition.
For the latest Thomian news and OBA special events
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RUMBLINGS FROM THE EDITOR
By Rohith Amaratunga
I was thinking back to how I ended up joining the committee in the first instant. It all started when I filled
in my application to join the OBA as a member and after a couple of months of submitting the application
and the payment details there was no response nor had the money been taken out. In my infinite wisdom
I decided to write a letter to the committee complaining about the delay in response and stated that I was
considering joining the committee but now am not so sure.
Shortly after the letter went out I remember getting a call from the then president Selva Kanagasabai
apologising for the delay and inviting me to the next OBA function. Towards the end of the year I got
yet another call from Selva and he had decided to call my bluff and invited me to join the committee. Of
course now I was stuck like being in a poker hand with a pair of twos and having bet the lot knowing that
I had lost the hand. As I could not think of a suitable excuse quick enough the following year I was in
the committee. I must say it was a great bluff to have called because my time in the committee was an
absolute pleasure and I had the opportunity to meet people I never would have and get involved in
activities to help the old alma mater.
It was 7 years before I left Melbourne for Brisbane as a new job and a new future beckoned. Initially the
thought was to try the sunshine state for 2 years and then decide what my plans were. It is coming close
to four years now so I guess the answer on future plans is quite evident. Still the family we have in
Melbourne live in hope. When I called my father in law Adrian De Zilva to tell him that I am rejoining
the OBA, the first thing he said was “Great, that means you are moving back to Melbourne.”
My inclusion in the committee is not without challenges. We are now challenging motherhood statements such as “...with current technology having a global organisation is a reality...” and “...the world
has got smaller with the arrival of the Internet...” to see we can make it work. Granted distance is no
longer the scary barrier it once was due to the advancements in the communication methods we have
available to us these days. Still not everyone has come up to the technological age and we must be careful
not to leave these people behind. One of the lessons I was taught at a very young age was to never forget
how you got to where you are.
We are finding this challenge with trying to organise the Queensland Royal Thomian events. The
benchmark is set high based on Melbourne and Sydney, however it is also important to remember that
back in the day they were humble beginnings.
So we shall see how this years pans out and how a committee spread across the nation will go. Feel free
to drop me a line or some articles for inclusion in the Thomiana and/or the dance souvenir as that is
something that will come up quite quickly as well. I can be contacted via email on
rohith@stcobaaust.org.au.
Look forward to the year ahead with you.
ESTO PERPETUA
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(Continued from page 1)
Vasee Nesiah, for his great penmanship which shows in the articles that he writes in the Thomiana and of
course the web site as well. Vasee, your high standards will be something for us to aspire to.
I would especially like to thank Mark Nanayakkara who has been an absolute asset and an untiring
work horse for the OBA. I hope he hastens his return to the ex co as he is one of the more sober
members amongst us, and a true gentleman.
I wish to thank those members who have so boldly put their names forward for another stint. I guess we
masochists must stick together. I do appreciate it greatly.
In my term I will endeavour to bring the Thomian family closer together, by requesting that we patronise
as many events as possible with our families, so that we can get to know each other, and help foster a
better understanding, and in turn, a closer relationship as Thomians.
I would like to implement a register consisting of volunteers from the membership to be rostered to visit
the frail, sick and lonely, Thomian family members. It will only work with your cooperation and would
be greatly appreciated.
I will also be looking at ways to attract the younger generation into the fold. This will be done with the
help of the younger EX CO members of course. The cogs are turning with possibilities as I speak.
Most of the dates for the events have been finalised, with some of the venues, still to be confirmed, so that
you can plan ahead, and attempt to attend as many events as possible. Our next event is our
Royal/Thomian carnival which is on the 25TH and 27TH of this month, for details please refer to the events
calendar.
It would be greatly appreciated if the membership could help us, by calling the events coordinator and
advising him of one’s intention of attendance. It would take a great load off our shoulders and help us
concentrate on harvesting sponsors.
I am informing the membership that all correspondence must be addressed to the president or the
secretary, and this is to avoid delays and misunderstandings by committee and the membership alike.
Furthermore I will not tolerate any destabilising elements within the general membership or the
committee and I will not accommodate any slanderous statements made about my committee either.
In closing I would once again like to thank the membership for placing their trust in me and I’ll endeavour
to do my best, and with your support there is only one way we could go, and that is forward.
Thank you
ESTO PERPETUA

The Ghost of General Hospital
This case happened in the Colombo General Hospital 's Intensive care ward where patients always died in the
same bed and on all Sunday mornings at 11 a. m, regardless of their medical condition. This puzzled the doctors
and some even thought that it had something to do with the supernatural. No one could solve the mystery as to
why the deaths took place at 11 AM. So a hospital-wide expert team was constituted and they decided to go
down to the ward to investigate the cause of the incidents. So on the next Sunday morning, a few minutes before
11 a.m. all doctors and nurses nervously waited outside the ward to see for themselves what the terrible phenomenon was all about. Some were holding wooden crosses, prayer books and other holy objects to ward off evil,
even Pirith chanting had begun
Then the clock struck 11 and Mahinda, the part-time Sunday sweeper, entered the ward,unplugged the life support system & plugged in the vacuum cleaner.
March 2011
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THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
SATURDAY 12th FEBRUARY, 2011
The Annual General Meeting of S. Thomas’ College Old Boys Association Australia Branch Inc.
was held at the Youth Centre, Miller Crescent, Mt. Waverley, Vic.3149. Before declaring the meeting
open the President, Chris Varney, requested all to stand and observe two minutes silence in memory
of Old Thomians who had passed away since the last AGM. He then invited past President Rajan
Hensman to bless the proceedings with prayer, and declared the meeting open at 7.25 p.m.
The Treasurer Glen Mendis was commended for presenting a clear Financial Report and a
favourable one at that too. The fact that the OBA was able to donate $5000. to STC Mt. Lavinia
brightened the atmosphere in the hall. This money was to be given towards purchasing and
installing power points, projectors and Lap Top computers in class rooms. There was also a
substantial donation of $793. to be given to Mother Theresa’s Home in Moratuwa. A Vote of
Thanks to the Executive Committee for the OBA’s financial success was proposed, and heartily
approved by the members.
Addressing the members, outgoing President Chris Varney said that it had certainly been a privilege
for him to have served the OBA for the past two years. He was also most fortunate to have had
a diligent and loyal Executive Committee to work with. Welcoming the incoming President and
Executive Committee he wished the OBA every success in the future.
The incoming President Trevor Mendis said that his main objective was to bring the Thomian
family closer. He said he had an excellent Executive Committee, consisting of many who had
re-nominated, to work with. With their cooperation he was confident that he would be able to
maintain the high standards of his predecessors.
The members unanimously approved the election of :
President
Vice Presidents
Hony. Secretary
Hony Asst, Secretary Hony. Treasurer
Hony. Asst. TreasurerHony. Editor
-

Trevor Mendis
Trevor Meares, Jayantha Wanigatunga, Peneeth Goonewardena
Chris. J. Lawton
Johann Reid
Niral Fernando
Nabil Mubarak
Rohith Amaratunga

Executive Committee - Lalith Aponso, Milinda Liyanage, Ashton Anthonisz
Asfan Thajudeen, Sehan Selvadurai, Peter De Zilva.
Reggie Perera, past President of the Canadian STC OBA, was given a warm welcome by the
President and members. Reggie in his brief talk conveyed to members the good wishes of his
Association.
The meeting was closed at 8.45 p.m. At the invitation of the President the members stood and
sang the College Song with much enthusiasm.
A delicious dinner of Stringhoppers, curries and sambols complemented the warm fellowship and
drinks which followed.

ESTO PERPETUA
March 2011
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WE’LL ALWAYS REMEMBER

A festival of choral music for the church seasons feast days and special occasions in the Thomian tradition
As performed in the Chapel of the Transfiguration, S. Thomas’ College, Mount Lavinia, Sri Lanka
Sung by Choir, “Transfiguration”, directed by Roger Aldons, with Roger Brown, Organ, and members
and friends of the S. Thomas’ College Old Boys’ Association (Australia Branch) Inc.
Recorded at Haileybury College Chapel, Keysborough, Melbourne, Victoria, Australia on 11 July 2010
This unique, historic CD recording is dedicated with thanksgiving in memory of the late Revd. Roy h.
Yin, (7-10-1910 to 14-12-2010) former Chaplain and Choirmaster of S. Thomas’ College, Mount
Lavinia, Sri Lanka from 1946 to 1962, in his honour, to mark his 100th birthday which he was blessed to
celebrate with his family in Singapore on 7th October 2010, and to commemorate his fulfilling life and
work.
This CD recording – to be treasured as a valued gift and collectors’ item by Thomians, their families and
friends – is now available by mail order @ $22.00 each including Gst, plus delivery, but the quantity
available is strictly limited to one production run only. Therefore early orders are highly recommended
to avoid disappointment as we have already received pre-release orders from within Australia and several
countries around the world. The tracks on this CD include the college song, “Esto Perpetua” (all 5 verses)
and father yin’s nostalgic, popular theme song, “the school by the sea”.
The surplus of sales proceeds after deduction of expenses will benefit S. Thomas’ College, Mount
Lavinia, Sri Lanka by donation to institute a new Organ Scholarship at S. Thomas’ College as suggested
by Revd. Roy h. Yin, (‘Father Yin’) who envisaged such a scholarship might entitle the holder to free
education at the college and cover the cost of special tuition in music, and particularly the organ, possibly
partly in Sri Lanka and partly overseas. “Such a scholarship could be of immense benefit, not only to the
College, but to the whole music scene in Sri Lanka”, said Father Yin in his letter dated 6 Jan 1994 to the
Warden.
To request an order form please contact Roger Aldons via telephone on (03) 9701 1862 or email at
abaco@access-downunder.com.au
March 2011
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REPORTS ON THE 2011 ROYAL-THOMIAN
EVENTS
By Trevor Meares

STAG NIGHT
The annual Stag Night, hosted on this occasion by the STCOBA, was held at the Mount Waverley Youth
Centre on Friday 25th February 2011. The night was a great success, although the numbers were slightly
down on last year.
Great musical entertainment was provided by the DJ, old Thomian Chevindra De Mel, and it was
pleasing to see the many old boys from both schools getting into the spirit of the evening and dancing
the baila and singing some of the old songs that we used to belt out with gusto during our school days.
More risqué entertainment was also provided by the mandatory stripper but this was an interlude of no
more than 20 minutes. Many of the guests were no doubt disappointed that this was not of longer
duration, the more prudish members of the two OBAs perhaps having kept away altogether for fear that
their presence would be regarded as a descent into moral turpitude. This reminds me of the time a few
years ago when I rang up a couple of members to ask if they were interested in attending the stag night:
one said if there were strippers, then he wouldn’t be attending, while the other said if there weren’t
strippers, it was not worthwhile being present! These are the difficulties we face in trying to please
everyone!
That the night went off as well as it did was in large part due to the many old Royalists who attended the
function and enjoyed themselves whole-heartedly. Well over half the attendees were old Royalists and
our thanks go to the committee of the Royal College OBAA for the effort they took to sell tickets. It was
disappointing that the members of the STCOBA did not respond with the same enthusiasm for the
jointly-held event, particularly as it was hosted by us this year. Such nights are not everyone’s cup of tea
but some of us older members need to consider supporting more actively those functions about which we
are lukewarm so that we can persuade our younger members to attend those functions which we cherish.
Of course, it seems clear that the old Royalists have many more youngish old boys who are members of
their OBA than we do of ours, hence their more enthusiastic response.
To absorb the alcohol consumed, we all enjoyed the sumptuous dinner prepared by Duleep Boteju in the
form of stringhopper buriyani, kotthu roti and yellow rice with the usual accompanying curries, and ice
cream for dessert.
One cause for disappointment at this year’s stag night (as well as at many of the other functions we hold)
was that there were a few people who made solemn bookings but did not attend the function.
A lot of hard work goes into the organisation of a function, and it would be remiss of me not to thank all
those who helped to make the evening a success, including my fellow members of the sub-committee,
Asfan Thajudeen, Peneeth Goonawardena and Nabil Mubarak, as well as Lalith Aponso for manning the
desk and attending to the important function of collecting and accounting for the funds received on the
night, and also all those who helped to set up and clear the hall, including our president, Trevor Mendis.
Particular thanks should be given to Lilith De Silva and Dilip Somaratne, the president and immediate
past president respectively of the RCOBAA, for their invaluable contributions towards the success of the
night.
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ROYAL- THOMIAN CRICKET MATCH PLAYED AT MULGRAVE
CRICKET GROUND
Perhaps we should have known that Sunday the 27th February 2011 was going to be an inauspicious day for
we had been informed a few days previously that the old Royalists were unable to field an over-40s side this
year, leaving only the main, or open, game to be played. This caused much disappointment to the old
Thomians in that category. Perhaps the Thomians were quite enjoying the experience of humbling their
counterparts at the match each year, and wanted to continue the feeling of superiority! Whatever the reasons
for the old Royalists’ over-40s players going AWOL, it was a matter of regret to us that Claud Reid was
unable to achieve a singular milestone of having participated in every match held in Melbourne since its
inception in 1971.
The day itself was miserable and the rain did not ease until after 11.00 am and even then there was intermittent
drizzle. However, we should be grateful to the hardy young players from both schools who gathered together
to continue our annual tradition. Play eventually commenced around 2.00pm, after an early lunch had been
taken. With the turf wicket being unsuitable for use, it was decided that the match would be played on the
adjoining ground with a synthetic wicket although even that outfield was very damp. It was also decided to
reduce the match to a Twenty20 format in view of the time lost.
The Thomians, who fielded first, had the worst of the conditions because the ball soon became like a piece of
soap and it became difficult to bowl, let alone field, but the old Royalists made hay while the sun (of sorts)
shone, with Channa Gunawardana scoring 48n.o. in the Royalists’ total of 120 for 7. The Thomian captain,
Asfan Thajudeen, was the pick of the bowlers, taking 3 for 19. In reply, the Thomians could only muster a
paltry 65, with Asfan Thajudeen, 15, Peneeth Goonawardena, 15n.o., and D. Pilapitiya, 14, being the only
ones to really trouble the scorers. Sanjeewa Udumalagala, the Royal captain, captured 3 wickets for 10 runs
and Lakmal Abeysekera 2 for 17. The Thomians were outplayed in every facet of the game and the Royalists
thoroughly deserved their victory.
The inclement weather resulted in a paltry crowd of spectators and a mountain of wasted food after the match.
Some members of the committees of STCOBA and RCOBAA will meet together during the course of the year
to discuss arrangements for next year. If we are to maintain the Melbourne Royal-Thomian tradition, we need
to review every few years how we can continue to keep the joint event meaningful and attractive to members
and spectators. The Royal-Thomian events in Colombo are self-sustaining but the same cannot be said for our
events here.
Scores:
RCOBAA 120 for 7 c.c. off 20 overs (Channa Gunawardana 48no, D. Dharshana 19, S. Chehan 16; Asfan
Thajudeen 3 for 19)
STCOBA All out 65 off 15.4 overs (Asfan Thajudeen 15, Peneeth Goonawardena 15no, D. Pilapitiya 14; S.
Udumalagala 3 for 10, L. Abeysekera 2 for 17, S. Chehan 2 for 16)

COMING UP
Seniors Lunch
Sunday the 15th May
Mechanics Hall, Drummond Street, Oakleigh
Contact: Jay wanigatunga for bookings on
0411 448 991
March 2011
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EVENTS CALENDAR 2011
EVENT

DATE

VENUE

SENIORS LUNCH

SUNDAY
15THMAY @
11am

MECHANICS HALL
144 DRUMMOND
STREET,
OAKLEIGH

TRANSFIGURATION
SERVICE

SUNDAY
7THAUGUST
@ 9.30AM

ST AIDAN’S ANGLICAN
CHURCH,
39 WALLARANO DRIVE,
NOBLE PARK

SATURDAY
27TH AUGUST
@ 7PM

THE GRAND HYATT
123 COLLINS STREET
MELBOURNE

DINNER DANCE

MEMBERS NIGHT

SPRING
INTO CHRISTMAS

CAROL SERVICE

SATURDAY
24TH
SEPTEMBER
OR SATURDAY
1ST OCTOBER

TBA

SATURDAY
26TH
NOVEMBER
@ 7.30PM

GOOD SHEPHERD HALL
34 ACADEMY AVENUE
WHEELERS HILL

SATURDAY
10TH
DECEMBER
@ 7PM

HAILEYBURYCOLLEGE
SPRINGVALE ROAD
KEYSBOROUGH

CONTACT
JAY WANIGATUNGA
(M) 0411 448 991

ASHTON ANTHONISZ
(H) 9702 5326

TREVOR MENDIS
(M) 0411 631 531

PENEETH
GOONAWARDENA
(M) 0404 213 166

TREVOR MEARES
(M) 0402 338 637

ASHTON
ANTHONISZ
(H) 9702 5326

2012
ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING

@ 7PM

MT WAVERLEY YOUTH
CENTER
MILLER CRESCENT
MOUNT WAVERLEY

ROYAL THOMIAN
STAG NIGHT

TBA

TBA

ROYAL THOMIAN
CRICKET MATCH

TBA

TBA

March 2011
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ASFAN THAJUDEEN
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In Memoriam
Feb 24, Colombo: Bodhi Ranasinghe, a United National Party (UNP) Working Committee member passed
away this morning at the age of 57.
Ranasinghe who was a strong supporter of the UNP leadership hopeful Sajith Premadasa was an Organizer
in the Colombo district and an Events Manager of the UNP.
"I was heartbroken to learn this morning of the death of our dear friend, Bodhi Ranasinghe. Today, our
country mourns. We say goodbye to a friend and a true leader and we give thanks for his memory, which
inspires us still," Premadasa said on his Facebook page.
Mr. Ranasinghe's body will be handed over to the Colombo Medical Faculty this afternoon, local media reported.
To The DSA Era Group.
It is with sadness I notify you with the news of passing away of our dear friend Bodhi Ranasinghe.
In school he was actively involved in the community life of the College and was a Queens Scout.
After leaving school he joined the Hotel Trade and was later Chairman of the Ceylon Hotels Corporation.
Later he took to politics and was a UNP working Committee member, held several posts in the party and at
time of his death was an Organizer in the Colombo district and an Events Manager of the UNP.
Deepest sympathies to the bereaved family and to his brother Nandalal who was my class mate and close
buddy for the last 52 years.. A great loss to our Alma Mater. He was a person who was grateful to his teachers and regularly visited them.
Mr.Bodhi Ranasinghe's body was handed over to the Colombo Medical Faculty last afternoon,
May attain the supreme bliss of Nirvana.
Sriyan.

2011 - STC OBA Executive Committee
President:
Trevor Mendis| (03) 9773 2768 | 0411 631 531

Treasurer:
Niral Fernando | (03) 9772 0184 | 0419 368 671

Vice Presidents:
Trevor Meares | (03) 9763 9825 | 0402 338 637
Jayantha Wanigatunga | (03) 9886 8821 | 0411 448
991
Peneeth Goonawardena | (03) 9702 3726 | 0404 213
166

Asst Treasurer:
Nabil Mubarak | (03) 9562 9291 | 0405 258 776

Secretary:
Chris Lawton | (03) 8794 9680
Assistant Secretary:
Johann (Tiny) Ried | (03) 9808 4102 | 0431 548 239

Webmaster:
Milinda Liyanage | (03) 9387 5509 | 0458 998 850
General Committee:
Ashton Anthonisz | (03) 9702 5326
Lalith Aponso | (03) 9716 3625 | 0423 023 473
Asfan Thajudeen | 0422 713 284
Sehan Selvadurai | (03) 9546 6025 | 0439 550 201
Peter De Zilva | (03) 9689 4102 | 0431 473 644

Editor:
Rohith Amaratunga | (07) 3324 0998 | 0434 359 632
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If you don’t see your name on this list,
your membership subscription is
probably due. Please contact the
Membership Secretary Trevor Meares
[ 0402 338 637 /
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